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SGT. JOHN R. RICE
US Army World War II - Korea
Killed in Action Tabu-Dong, Korea on 6 September 1950
A career soldier who gave his life for his country.
Denied burial in Sioux City, Iowa, because of his race.
Through the intercession of President Truman,
Sergeant John Rice was buried with honors at
Arlington National Cemetery, Arlington, Virginia.

Sgt. John Rice VFW
Post 6316
• Weddings
• Parties
• Company Events
Reasonable Hall Rental
Accommodations for 250
1374 109th Ave. NE • Blaine, MN 55434 • 763-757-4540

design . copy . print . mail
www.printcentral.com
9260 Baltimore St. NE (Hwy 65 and 93rd)
Blaine, Minnesota 55449
phone 763.780.3333 . fax 763.780.8728

We know your home, inside & out!

Mark Boda

Certified Home Inspector #19199

651-395-2145
cell: 651-462-3306
mboda1423@gmail.com
epicinspects.com

ATTON
HEATING & AIR
Also specializing in:
• Custom sheet metal design
• New and replacement units
• Gas Fitting

Aaron Patton
Comfort Specialist
763-444-8567
C: 612-282-7848
F: 763-444-8925
• Ventilation
• Humidifiers
• Air Exchangers

Master Licensed, Bonded and Insured
e-mail: pattonheatingandair@msn.com

Commanders Column:
Greetings VFW Members,

Hopefully you had a wonderful Thanksgiving and a
beautiful Christmas. It has been a busy couple of
months at our post. On Sunday, November 11th,
2019 we had a Veterans Dinner. It was a very special
occasion. Not only was it a day to thank our veterans for
their service, it was Sgt. John Rice 60th Anniversary.
Our club has grown a lot since our doors opened
back in 1959, we have continued to expand and
improve our club. As I said, it was special occasion.
Not only were we graced by the presence of our State
Commander Chad Solheid, State Auxiliary President
Frankie Bill, and other VFW and Cootie dignitaries;
the family of the Sgt. John Rice also joined us in our
post celebration. Their attendance brought special
meaning to our event. Sgt. John Rice’s family gave our
club two gifts, they donated two pictures of our post’s
name sake Sgt. John Rice. I believe a great time was
had by all. Even though the weather could have been
better, the turn out was amazing. I would like to thank
our kitchen for the great food and wonderful auxiliary
for hall decorations. Please remember, all club
members and spouses are welcome to free dinner.
Hope to see you in November.
Our children’s Christmas Party on December first
was also a great success. Each child was given their
own cloth bag to carry their prizes from the many fun
games. They also received a food ticket for delicious
hot dog lunch and a present from Santa. Again I
would like to give praise to our auxiliary for all of their
hard work to keep this tradition going. Thank you.
The Mighty Seventh District Voice of Democracy,
Patriot Pen, and Teacher of the Year Banquet was
held on December 2nd at the Coon Rapids VFW. I
was honored to listen to the winners read their Patriot
Pen papers and hear their Voice of Democracy
speeches. Even though our clubs entries did not win
the Seventh District, it was agreed to give monetary
prizes and certificates to our top three candidates.
On December 7th, our club hosted the annual
Volunteers for American Veterans 12 All Caliber Raffle
and Game Feed. They raised funds for Veteran Affairs
and the community. With every raffle purchased,
supporters were a complimentary delicious bowl of
stew or chili. I preferred the chili, it was very tasty. This
event filled our club’s hall with folks having a great time
with Minnesota Vikings Legends and Cheerleaders. It
was also a great opportunity to introduce our club to
those who support our veterans too. Hopefully we will
have the honor to host the event next year.
In the near future, our newsletter may no longer be
mailed out. It will be posted on our website at Blaine
VFW. If you would like a printed copy, please send
a request to the club with your current address and
phone number. Please remember you can always
look us up on Facebook for events and specials.
I hope you all have a happy, healthy, and prosperous
New year.
Sincerely your Commander,
Bruce T. Niemi

Urgent Need
The American Red Cross has asked Sgt.
John Rice VFW to host another blood drive
in December as there is a shortage of blood
available. It will be December 23rd from 12:00 to
5:00. Please consider donating.
I am also coordinating a blood drive at the Catholic Church
of St. Paul located off of Bunker Lake Road and Highway
65 on December 26th from 1:30 to 6:30 p.m. Please call me
at 763-434-6580 if you are able to donate at either location.
It is the perfect time of year to give “The Gift of Life”.
Our February Blood Drive will be February 18th, 2020 from 12:00 to
5:00 p.m.
Mary Lou Michels, Blood Drive Coordinator

The Sgt. John Rice
family donated this
beautiful picture which
is now on display in
the big hall.

A SPECIAL THANK YOU

to all who helped decorate the big hall on
November 24th for the Holidays. It looks so
nice...many hands made the job go fast!
MEMBERS:
If your address is changed or your phone number is changed
please let me know so we can bring our records up to date.
Call Ann at 763-717-0641 or Mary Lou at 763-434-6580.

Post Membership
Annual members your dues are due.
If you know of anyone that would like to join our VFW,
have them call me at 763-772-8301.
Gary Exley,
Sr. Vice Commander and Membership Chairman

Christmas Poem
Twas the night before Christmas, he lived all alone,
In a one bedroom house made of plaster and stone.
I had come down the chimney with presents to give,
And to see just who in this home did live.
I looked all about, a strange sight I did see,
No tinsel, no presents, not even a tree.
No stocking by mantle, just boots filled with sand,
And on the wall pictures of far distant lands.
With metals and badges, awards of all kinds,
A sobering thought come to my mind.
For this house was different,so dark and so dreary,
The home of a soldier, now I could see clearly.
The soldier lay sleeping, silent, alone,
Curled up on the floor in this one bedroom home.
The face was so gentle, the room in such disorder,
Not how I pictured a United States soldier.
Was this the hero of whom I’d just read?
Curled up on a poncho, the floor for a bed?
I realized the families that I saw this night,
Owed their lives to these soldiers who were willing to fight.
Soon round the world, the children would play
And grownups would celebrate a bright Christmas day.
They all enjoyed freedom each month of the year.,
Because of the soldiers, like the one lying here.
I couldn’t help wonder how many lay alone,
On a cold Christmas eve in a land far from home.
The very thought brought a tear to my eye.
I dropped to my knees and started to cry.
The soldier awakened and I heard a rough voice,
“Santa don’t cry, this life is my choice”.
“I fight for freedom, I don’t ask for more.
My life is my God, my country, my corps”.
The soldier rolled over and soon drifted to sleep.
I couldn’t control it, I continued to weep.
I kept watch for hours, so silent and still,
And we both shivered from the cold evening’s chill.
I didn’t want to leave on that cold, dark night.
This guardian of honor so willing to fight,
The the soldier rolled over, with a voice soft and pure,
Whispered, “Carry on Santa, it’s Christmas day, all is secure”.
One look at my watch, and I knew he was right.
“Merry Christmas, my friend, and to all a good night”.

Remember our soldiers this Holiday Season. We owe them our Freedom!
Joanne Meyer, POW/MIA Chairperson

Now Hear
This Cooties:
I wish to thank the Post and
Auxiliary for inviting me to the
Veterans Dinner recognizing
membership on November 10th.
It was my pleasure to be in the
audience of so many long lifetime
members of Sgt. John Rice on
your 60th Anniversary.
Lucky ‘Leven is fortunate that
so many loyal VFW members
and Auxiliary participate in its
programs and supporting the fund
raising at the Post home. The bake
sales are a great way to sample
the fine cookies brought to the
Veterans Home and our nursing
care centers by the volunteers
especially Eloise, JoAnn, Marge,
Mary Lou, Ann, Darlene, LeRoy,
and others.
The Veterans Day Celebration
on the same weekend as the
Membership Dinner was a great
way to visit with Dave Buhr who
is recovering at home and to Rich
Asbury who recently had knee
replacement surgery and will be
in the hospital and rehab for some
time. Both Cooties are fortunate
in their care by family members
and Post supporters for their
years as service officer and in the
Post committee work.
On a personal level I thank Shelley
Solheid, Mary Lou Michels,
Laura Carlson, Gladys Broker,
and Darlene Magnuson for their
award worthy work they do for
Lucky ‘Leven Pup Tent, They have
the smiles in their heart as much
as Commander Bruce Niemi, Past
Anoka Vets Council Chair Gary
Exley and in the members of Post
6316 Color Guard with Officer of
the Day Joel Frank.
Hoping for a wonderful New
Year in 2020 and in keeping my
newsletter and meetings with you
as brief as possible.
Remember Elections at our
February meeting and read
Gladys’ article of Dates to
Remember.
Jim “Smiley” Harvieux
Lucky ‘Leven Seam Squirrel
612-789-8741

Cootie Auxiliary Members:
Our sympathies to the Mary Schmitt family who passed away recently.
Thank you to all the members who have paid their dues but we still need five more to pay
to be 100%. Please mail your check made out to MOCA in the amount of $18.00 and
mail to our Treasurer at 928 Constance Blvd. NE, Ham Lake, MN 55304.
We could use more help at the nursing homes when we play Bingo.
The residents enjoy our visits. If you could help give me a call at 651-784-3959.
Keep track of your hospital hours for our hospital chairman Ann
and cards sent, memorials, visits, etc. for our Chaplain Laura.
We will have our Christmas meal after the
January 14th meeting. Bring a dish to share.
The C of A is in Bloomington on February 8th
starting at 9:30 a.m. followed by the testimonial.

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year!
Get well wishes to all who have been ill and
deepest sympathy to all who have lost a loved one.
Gladys Broker, Cootie Auxiliary President

Dates to Remember
January 8th Comfort First Bingo
13th Cootie VA visit
14th Cootie meeting 7:00
Christmas Party
16th Park River
27th Benedictine

February 8th C of A Bloomington Testimonial 		
Luncheon
11th Cootie meeting 7:00 p.m. 			
ELECTIONS
12th Comfort First Bingo
20th Park River
24th Benedictine

VFW Auxiliary Memberships - 100%
Congratulations and thank you to the annual members who have paid their dues. We
are over 100%!!! THANK YOU, THANK YOU. We still have four annual members who
have not paid. As of December 31st you are not in good standing. Please send me your
dues as soon as possible. Send me a check made out to VFW Auxiliary in the amount
of $18.00 and send it to 928 Constance Blvd. NE, Ham Lake, MN 55304. Consider a Life
membership - we deduct $25.00 off the fee.
We welcome new transfer members Carri Desmidt, Cindy Friske,Lori Wawers,Linda
Eittreim and Andrea Widenberg.
Mary Lou Michels, Sr. Vice President & Membership Chairman

Sarah Ducharme Scholarship Program
2019-2020 MOCA Grand Scholarship
The purpose of this program is to assist in furthering the education of a student who
wishes to obtain a post high school education to earn a technical or undergraduate
degree in a medical field. These fields include but are not limited to areas in Nursing,
Pharmacology, Radiology, Dental Assisting, Laboratory Technician, Dietitian and
degrees in Veterinary Science.
The Scholarship program is not for graduate level or degree advancement. Auxiliary
members are eligible for this scholarship.
If you would like a scholarship application call Joyce Pierret at 763-913-7269.
Joyce Pierret, Grand Scholarship Chairman

Greetings VFW Auxiliary Members:
We had Draping of the Charter for member Dolly Foster who passed away recently. Our thoughts and prayers are with the family.
In November we had another successful Veterans Dinner and I would like to thank all who attended.
In December we had a wonderful Christmas party for the kids. The weather was a bit dicey but almost all 80 children were there,
and we had a great group of youth volunteers helping too. Thank you to everyone who helped to make this event happen! As you
read this, the Medtronic Holiday for Heroes event will have come and gone, but I want to let you know we sponsored some military
family in need this holiday season and were on hand to watch them receive their gifts. What a wonderful thing Medtronic does for
our veterans.
I know Sr. Vice President and Membership Chairman Mary Lou will do a bit of bragging in her article too, but I just want to say
Congratulations to our Auxiliary - we are over 100% in Membership and I am just bursting with excitement! Mary Lou had worked
so hard to get dues paid and we’ve welcomed new members too!
January brings the Mid-Winter Conference and we will be honoring the Teachers of the Year, Voice of Democracy and Patriots
Pen scholarship winners. It’s always a thrill to see all the winners sitting at a huge head table and receiving all the attention they
deserve.
Our year-end reports will be coming due for our programs at the end of March and I am looking forward to seeing all we managed
to accomplish in a year.
Happy New Year to everyone!
Best Wishes to all that are ill and our deepest sympathy to all who have lost a loved one.
Respectfully,
Shelley Solheid, VFW Auxiliary President
ssolheid19@hotmail.com, 651-206-1777

Dates to Remember
January 17, 18, 19 - Mid-Winter Conference, Mpls. Marriott City Center
February 1 - 7th District meeting, Sgt. John Rice @ 10:00
Testimonial to follow the meeting
15 - 7th District Golden Dinner @ Palmer Lake VFW #3915.
Contact the Commander for tickets
18 - Blood Drive 12:00 - 5:00
March 31 - Year-end reports due to the Post and Auxiliary

Smart/Maher VFW Teacher of the Year 7th District
Stacy Johnson - Elementary - Andover
Brooke Dehnicke - Middle School - Coon Rapids
Noelle Nelson - High School - New Hope

Voice of Democracy Winners

1st - Lucy Leither, Coon Rapid
2nd -Elise Arps, West Metro
3rd - Timothy Erickson - Elk River

Patriot Pen Winners

1st - Anthony Colotti - Elk River
2nd - Elise Gasper - Brooklyn Park
3rd - Adeline Carlson - Shafer

Poppy Report

We had three entries at the 7th District meeting on December 7th at the Palmer Lake VFW.
Category I (Promotion of Poppies) we received second place,
Category II (Memorial or Inspirational) we received second place and
Category III (Artistic or Decorative) we received third place.
These entries are now eligible to go on to Mid-Winter Conference.
Mary Lou Michels, Poppy Chairman

Children’s Christmas Party
On December 1st approximately 75 excited children and their families attended the
annual Children’s Christmas Party. It is always such a fun time.
We have to thank Santa for taking time out of his busy schedule to listen to the
children’s requests, to Bumpy the Clown who always delights the children with his
balloon characters, to our youth who helped with the games, Nathan, Lily, Sierra,
Marrisa and her Mom, Jamie and LaMay, to Marge and the sewing ladies for making
the bags, to Laura for getting the books that were in the bags, to Eloise, Joanne and
Shirley for serving the children the food, to Scott and Wendi for giving pop to the
families, and to Joyce and Mindy who were Santa’s helpers.
Thank you to all who helped with the final preparations for the party and
for helping clean up after the party. What a wonderful time was had by all!
THANK YOU to all those who brought in toys for TOYS FOR JOY.
There will be many happy children in Anoka County this Holiday Season!
Note: the leftover toys were given to Toys for Joy.

We’re ready for the party tro start – President
Shelley seated, standing left to right is Mary
Lou, Shirley, Joanne, Eloise, Joyce and Marge.
Bumpy the Clown made balloon characters for all the
children.

The Hall is beautifully decorated for the Holidays.

Santa greeting all the children BUT some of
the children were not comfortable sitting on
Santa’s lap.

Santa arriving to greet all the children at the Children’s
Christmas Party.

Veterans Dinner 2019
We had a fabulous turnout at our Veterans Day Dinner
on Nov.10th. We were honored to have members of
the Sgt. John Rice family in attendance. A special
thank you goes out to members who helped with
set-up, take-down, the Heritage girls handing out
cake to everyone, Marge and the sewing committee
for the three quilts given away, Joanne with the POW/
MIA display and the items given away, Joyce with her
scholarship table, and the delicious meal. A lot of help
makes everything go smooth.

A Special Thank You to our Veterans for their
service.
Congratulations to the Post on their 60th
Anniversary on November 10th.

Post and Auxiliary members who received pins at the Veterans Day/
Membership dinner. Also pictured is L to R: MN Department
Membership Chairman Dave Scofield and MN Department
President Frankie Bill. In the last row, far right, is MN Department
Commander Chad Solheid.

Congratulations to the VFW Auxiliary on their
50th Anniversary on December 14th.

We were very proud to have Jean and Harold LaMere and Tim and
Kathy Rice, family members of Sgt. John Rice, in attendance at
the Veterans Day Dinner.

At the Veterans Dinner, Ed Fiore and Joe Morgan
presented the Post with a beautiful wall hanging,
pictures of the Coon Lake Veterans Memorial,
which is now on display in the big hall.

Ready to present Colors at the Veterans Dinner is
the Sgt. John Rice Color Guard.

Heritage girls Esther & Eleanor Kraft alon with their mom, Heather,
getting ready to give cake to all the guests at the Veterans dinner.

