Sgt. John Rice VFW
Post 6316
• Weddings
• Parties
• Company Events
Reasonable Hall Rental
Accommodations for 250
1374 109th Ave. NE • Blaine, MN 55434 • 763-757-4540

design . copy . print . mail
www.printcentral.com
9260 Baltimore St. NE (Hwy 65 and 93rd)
Blaine, Minnesota 55449
phone 763.780.3333 . fax 763.780.8728

We know your home, inside & out!

Mark Boda

Certified Home Inspector #19199

651-395-2145
cell: 651-462-3306
mboda1423@gmail.com
epicinspects.com

ATTON
HEATING & AIR
Also specializing in:
• Custom sheet metal design
• New and replacement units
• Gas Fitting

Aaron Patton
Comfort Specialist
763-444-8567
C: 612-282-7848
F: 763-444-8925
• Ventilation
• Humidifiers
• Air Exchangers

Master Licensed, Bonded and Insured
e-mail: pattonheatingandair@msn.com

Commanders Column:
Greetings VFW Members,
Hopefully 2020 has been a wonderful year so for for
you and yours. Valentines Day is here and Presidents
Day is right around the corner.
Due to the time of year, we have not hosted many
events, but our club has remained busy and a lot of
fun. On February 1st, we hosted the district meeting
followed by the 7th District Testimonial Lunch in honor
of our Commander Scott Hanson and our very own
President Shelley Solheid. Our guest speaker was our
State Commander Chad Solhied. The food was good,
but the company was better! It was wonderful to see
so many members come to celebrate two amazing
leaders. Thank you Scott and Shelley for a great year.
The Anoka Vets Council has awarded Sgt. John Rice
the honor of hosting the Memorial Day Ceremonial at
Morning Side Cematary and Bunker Park Ceromony
which includes lunch in the park. I again will be
looking for some great volunteers to make the day
and our club a great success. Memorial Day this year
is Monday, May 25th.
Primary AND ‘Snow Bird’ mailing addresses can now
be maintained on the National On-line Membership
System. Please UPDATE changes as soon as you
can. If you do not have computer access, VFW State
Headquarters can help make the changes- call us at
651-291-1757 (please have the full member name,
Post number and Membership number available
when contacting us).
In addition, if VFW National Headquarters receives
mail back like this 2 times, THEY WILL DECEASE
THE MEMBER from your Roster!
If you wish to receive a hard copy of our newsletter
mailed to your home, please send a letter with your
name, address, and phone number to Sgt. John Rice
6316. 1374 -109th Ave NE Blaine MN 55434 attention
Commander Bruce Niemi.
I hope you all have a happy, healthy, and prosperous
Spring.

Bruce T. Niemi
VFW Commander

Results of Blood Drive
for February 18th
Our goal was 32 units but we fell
short. The American Red Cross
appreciates every unit that was
collected (22). There were 7 no shows, 8 deferrals and
3 drop-ins. Thank you to all who donated and gave “The
Gift of Life”.
Our next blood drive is April 21st. Mark your calendar.
Mary Lou Michels, Blood Drive Coordinator

St Patrick’s Day March 17, 2020
Join us on March 17th for our
corn beef and cabbage feast
starting at 11:00am

BAKE SALE
Mark your calendar for March 20th, our next bake sale
starting at 4:00 p.m. and April 17th starting at 4:00 p.m.
Our members will have lots of goodies to select from.
If you have any questions, call Laura, our fundraising
chairman, at 651-784-7088.

FLAGS
If you have a torn or
tattered flag, drop the flag
off at the Post and we will
bring it to the flag burning
ceremony in June.

Greetings VFW Auxiliary Members:
In January we had Draping of the Charter for Life member Helen Buhr. Our thoughts and prayers are with her family.
We would like to welcome our newest members Sue Tasler and Carol Hoffstad to our auxiliary. We look forward to working with
you.
Thank you to all who attended the 7th District meeting and testimonial in February. I am blessed to have so much support his year
as the 7th District President as well as your auxiliary President. Our auxiliary is amazing and I just can’t thank them enough for
all they did to ensure that everything went off without a hitch. Thank you also to Commander Bruce Niemi, Aaron and Julie for
everything they did from set up to fabulous food!
As you read this, the year-end reports will have been turned in. I know the Sgt. John Rice Auxiliary will be rockstars once again
and I am looking forward to not only to the 7th Distr. Convention in April, but also the State Convention in June where awards are
given to the VFW posts and auxiliaries that have worked so hard for our Veterans.
Our elections for the new year are in April with installation in May. Please feel free to attend these meetings and meet everyone.
In an effort to cut down on the cost of mailing newsletters, the VFW is going to start offering another alternative. If you would like
to receive your newsletter via e-mail instead of the mail, please contact the post and give them your e-mail address. There is also
a new post website and you can read the newsletter there too: www.sgtjohnricevfw.com.
Best wishes to all that are ill and our deepest sympathy to those who have lost a loved one.
Respectfully,
Shelley Solheid
651-206-1777
Ssolheid19@hotmail.com

Dates to Remember

APRIL

		MARCH
3 - Post & Auxiliary meeting 7:00 p.m.
17 - St. Patrick’s Day
20 - Auxiliary Bake Sale, 4 - 6 p.m.
			

7 - Post & Auxiliary meeting, ELECTIONS
12 - Easter Sunday
14 - Bake Sale, 4 - 6 p.m.
18 - 7th Distr. Mtg. Coon Rapids, Elections &
Installation, Joint Memorial at 8:30 a.m.
21 - Blood Drive 12:00 - 5:00 p.m.

MAY

5 - Post & Auxiliary mtg. & Installation 6:30 p.m.
9 - VFW State Commander Chad’s Testimonial
15 - Bake Sale, 4 - 6 p.m.
23 - Memorial Day Services at Morningside & Bunker Hills
21 - Blood Drive 12:00 - 5:00 p.m.
25 - Memorial Day

MARCH 8th - Daylight Savings Time Begins
Remember to set your clocks 1 hour ahead!

HISTORY of NATIONAL HOME FOR CHILDREN
February 1922, 23 year old Amy Ross walked into Dr. Clarence Candler, the VFW Department of Michigan
Commanders office with the idea of finding jobs for thousands of Veterans who were looking for work.
This task was huge and Dr. Candler turned over the limited facilities of the VFW to Mrs. Ross and she went
to work. Mrs. Ross found employment for over 9,000 Veterans.
Having heard of Amy’s great work and the needs of the VFW, a millionaire cattleman, Corey Spencer, met
with Dr. Candler with an idea. He had 472 acres of land near Eaton Rapids, MI and wanted to make it a gift
to the VFW. This offer was presented at the 1924 Convention in Atlantic City, where the Commander-inchief appointed a committee to investigate the offer.
Amy Ross never lived to see the VFW National Home become a reality. Amy passed away in 1924 and was
given a military funeral.
On December 6th, 1924 the National Council of Administration approved the idea of the VFW National
Home.
First Children - On March 2, 1925, Ret. Sgt. Edward Pollett, age 48, traveled to Halfway, MI to pick up his
retirement check at Ft. Wayne, in Detroit. While crossing the street he was hit by a streetcar and later died.
Mrs. Pollett was left with 6 children and no money as Mr. Pollett’s retirement pay stopped upon his death.
Halfway, MI Post 1146, Dr. Candler and the State VFW Commander made arrangements to send the family
to the VFW National Home.
On March 9th, 1925, Mrs. Pollett and her 6 children were the first residents of the VFW National Home.
It was an old frame farmhouse.
The VFW National Home for Children has grown from an old frame farmhouse to a wonderful campus.
The National Home’s commitment is to honor our nation’s Veterans and active duty military by providing
help and hope for their children and families.
Mary Lou Michels, VFW National Home Chairman

Fifteen Veterans received their Quilts of Valor at
the Blaine VFW on January 12th, 2020. Receiving
Quilts were: Matthew Heinen, Duane Heinen,
Roger Boeckermann, Scott Hyder, Robert Leff,
Keith Evans, Erik Hendrickson, Denny Trebus,
Carol Belton, VFW Department Commander Chad
Solheid, Chester Ewer, Emily Hensel, Ray Trebus,
Bill Anderson and Duane Crosland. Thank you for
your service. Presenters were Jayne Knowles and
Janet Knafla. The next presentation will be March
1st.
A THANK YOU to Mel Meyer, who received his Quilt
of Valor in February 2019. In July 2019, names
were submitted to the Foundation and since then
63 Quilts of Valor have been presented. If you
know of a Veteran who would like to receive a Quilt
of Valor, call Mary Lou at 763-434-6580 and I will
submit the Veteran’s name.

HAPPY EASTER!
April 12th - Enjoy the day with family and friends!
SEWING
The members are very busy making items for the
Veterans and the nursing homes.
We meet every Thursday from 1:00 - 4:00 at the
Post. If you have questions or would like to help
call Marge (sewing chairman) at 763-757-1729
with any questions.

AUXILIARY
CANCER GRANTS
If you need a cancer grant form,
call Laura at 651-784-7088.

PURSE BINGO - Saturday, March 28th
Join us on March 28th for our quarterly PURSE BINGO
starting at 1:00 p.m.
13 sheets in a pack for $25.00 with 6 games on each sheet.
Additional 3 games for $5.00.
Come join us and show your support for the Club.
In December our monthly purse bingo was canceled due to
lack of participation
Any questions, call Nick at the Post, 763-757-4540.

WHEELCHAIRS, WALKERS, CRUTCHES, ETC...
If you need to use a wheelchair, walker, crutches, etc, call the Post at
763-757-4540 and they can set you up with what you need. When you
no longer need the item, return it to the VFW.

The VFW Auxilary Members sang christmas carols to the residents
at White Pines Senior Living. Candy canes & cookies were given to
the residents.

7th District President Shelley (and Sgt. John
Rice VFW Auxiliary President) and 7th District
Commander Scott at their testimonial on
February 1st.

Now Hear
This Cooties:
We had our election of officers and I wish
to thank all of you who continued your
office for the 2020 - 2021 year. I want to
thank Chad Solheid, our quartermaster,
and also as our State VFW Commander
this year and his wife Shelley for being
the new MOCA President along with her
duties as VFW 7th District President and
Sgt. John Rice VFW Auxiliary President.

Cootie Auxiliary Members:
We had 9 members attending the C of A. Supreme visitation was February 16th at the
Mpls. Hospital.
JoAnn will pick up wafers to go with the ice cream that we serve at Benedictine each
month.
If you can go the VA, Park River and Benedictine to help with the Bingo playing, let
JoAnn know at 763-757-2471.
Year-end reports are due.

We will have our installation at the
March Scatch with cake to follow after
our 7:00 meeting.

We had Election of Officers. Installation will be March 10th. after our meeting. Our
meeting will start at 6:30 p.m. Cake and coffee will be served.

I want to thank our VFW Auxiliary for
bringing good food for the January pot
luck.

Congratulations to the officers elected. Doris will continue as National Home Chairman
and Joyce Pierret will continue as Scholarship Chairman.

Prayers to Eloise Beckman as she
recovers from a broken ankle.

Happy Easter to you.

A SPECIAL Thank You to Gladys for the
many years of service to our order and
the VFW.

Get well wishes to all who have been ill and deepest sympathy to all who have lost a
loved one.

HAPPY EASTER to you and to your
family.
Please read Gladys’ article for upcoming
dates to remember.
Jim (Smiley) Harvieux, Seam Squirrel
612-789-8741
Cootie Election Results 2020 - 2021
Seam Squirrel...............James Harvieux
Blanket Bum.......................Rich Asbury
Hide Gimlet...........................Gary Exley
C.C.D.B.............................Chad Solheid
Tight Wad - 1 year.................Joel Frank
2 years........... Jerry Brletich
3 years....... Dennis Maddox
Sky Pilot................................Gary Exley
Provost Marshall...................Gary Exley
Jimmy Legs..........................Gary Exley
Keeper of Lousy Records........Chad Solheid
Shyster...............................Rich Asbury
Pill Pusher............................Gary Exley
Hungry Cootie....................Rich Asbury
Hospital Chairman .............James Harvieux
Auxiliary Election Results 2020 - 2021
President.......................Shelley Solheid
Sr. Vice President...... LeRoy Magnuson
Jr. Vice President......... Eloise Beckman
Treasurer...................Mary Lou Michels
Conductress..................... Marge Saylor
Chaplain..........................Laura Carlson
Guard.......................Darlene Magnuson
Trustee # 1........................ JoAnn Nisbet
# 2..........................Ann Asbury
# 3......................Shirley Hagen
Secretary...................Mary Lou Michels
Hospital................................Ann Asbury
Fun Officer........................ JoAnn Nisbet

Gladys Broker, Cootie Auxiliary President

Dates to Remember
March 9 - Cootie VA visit
10 - Cootie Mtg. & Installation
19 - Park River
23 - Benedictine

April 14 - Cootie Mtg.
16 - Park River
27 - Benedictine

We will have ELECTION of
officers for 2020 - 2021 at the
April 7th meeting.

VFW Auxiliary Membership
Our sympathies to the family of Helen Buhr, a lifetime member who passed away.
We welcome transfer members Sue Tasler and Carol Hoffstad to our Auxiliary.
As was reported in the last newsletter, we are 100% in membership. Thank you to all
the annual members who have paid their dues. We still have 4 members who have not
paid their dues.
Happy Easter and Happy Spring!
Mary Lou Michels, Sr. Vice President & Membership Chairman

Post Membership
Taps were played for Calvin Prince who passed away recently. Our sympathies to the
family. If you know of anyone who would like to join our Post, have them call me at
763-772-8301.
Gary Exley, Sr. Vice Commander & Post Membership Chairman

POW/MIA Prayer
Father, in the name of Jesus, I pray for those who have
been taken captive in war. Give them the courage to
preserve and also the knowledge that they have
not been forgotten.
May our nation find ways to rescue them safely and quickly.
Guide our political negotiators in their resolute efforts to
gain the freedom of these courageous people.
I pray that they will not be used as pawns to the
advantage of our enemies.
When their freedom is restored, let our POW’s walk
with pride and dignity because of the suffering they
have endured.
I ask for more efficient ways of tracing and identifying those
who are missing in action. Let them not be forgotten, fill
them with the hope of freedom and the knowledge that
their loved ones and comrades anxiously await their return.
Lord, I pray that You give each missing soldier courage and
strength to preserve. Give them peace in knowing
You’ll never leave them. I pray that You clear their minds
of any worry or anxiety so they may focus on finding
their way to safety.
Lord, I pray and believe You will bring each soldier
back to safety.
Amen

Remember to keep our
POW/MIA’s
in your prayers every day!
Joanne Meyer, POW/MIA Chairperson

IN FLANDERS FIELD
by Lieutenant Colonel John McCrae, MD
In Flanders fields the poppies blow
Between the crosses, row on row,
That mark our place; and in the sky
The larks, still bravely singing, fly
Scarce heard amid the guns below.
We are the Dead. Short days ago
We lived, felt dawn, saw sunset glow,
Loved and were loved, and now we lie
In Flanders fields.
Take up our quarrel with the foe:
To you from failing hands we throw
The torch; be yours to hold it high.
If ye break faith with us who die
We shall not sleep, though poppies grow
In Flanders fields.
WHO AM I?
My life is started with a wire
By loyal hands that have been to war.
My face is red, my nose is green,
I’m proud of my heritage and want to be seen.
I offer myself to work for you,
For there are many things that I can do:
I can be a wreath, a crown, or a star;
I can be on your table wherever you are.
I can be anything you want me to be,
So, I’m asking your help for the Veterans and me.
They work so hard to give me life,
And it gives them hope in a world of strife.
They are not where they want to be,
But they are men for the world to see;
So, with your help and the part I play,
I just go on my merry way.
My prayers and my love are always the same.
And I’m proud to say,
BUDDY POPPY IS MY NAME.

Be Proud of Your Poppy!
Honor the Dead by Helping the Living!
HONOR THE SACRIFICES OUR VETERANS
HAVE MADE
SHOW YOUR SUPPORT - WEAR A BUDDY POPPY
Poppy Card Sales - April 17 - 26
Poppy Distribution - May 15 - 16
Mary Lou Michels, Buddy Poppy Chairman
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SGT. JOHN R. RICE
US Army World War II - Korea
Killed in Action Tabu-Dong, Korea on 6 September 1950
A career soldier who gave his life for his country.
Denied burial in Sioux City, Iowa, because of his race.
Through the intercession of President Truman,
Sergeant John Rice was buried with honors at
Arlington National Cemetery, Arlington, Virginia.

